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 1 Weathering The process of breaking down rocks and minerals 

2 Physical Weathering 
The process of breaking down rocks and minerals into smaller pieces 

by physical force. Also called mechanical weathering 

3 Chemical Weathering 
The process in which reactions change the composition of rocks and 

minerals 

4 Sediment Small pieces of matter produced from weathering  

5 Erosion The process of moving sediment by wind, water, ice, or gravity 

6 Deposition The process of laying down sediment after weathering and erosion 

7 Abrasion Weathering in which particles are scraped  against rock 

8 Exfoliation 
Weathering in which the outer layers of exposed rock flake off due 

to a decrease in pressure 

9 Frost Wedging 
Weathering that occurs when water seeps into cracks in rock, 

freezes, and expands 

10 Oxidation 
A form of chemical weathering in which oxygen combines with 

elements in rock to form new compounds 

11 Acid Precipitation 
Precipitation that is more acidic than usual; and speeds up chemical 

weathering 

12 Alluvial Fan 
An area where streams flow onto flatter land, slow down, and 

deposit sediment 

13 Delta 
An area at the mouth of a river where deposited sediment  flatten 

the land 

14 Floodplain 
A flat area around rivers where sediment has been deposited from 

cycles of flooding  

15 Barrier Islands 
A long narrow island shaped by deposition which forms parallel to 

the shoreline  

16 Karst Topography 
A landscape characterized by caves, sinkholes, and underground 

streams; usually found in areas with abundant rainfall and bedrock 
susceptible to chemical weathering such as limestone 
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 1 Topography The shape and size of land features on Earth’s surface 

2 Topographic Map 
A map that uses contour lines to show the elevation of land 

features 

3 Relief Map A map which uses bumps or color shades to show elevation 

4 Bathymetric Map A map that shows the depths of a body of water 

5 Scale 
A feature of a map that shows the relationship between the sizes 

and distances on the map and the actual measurements on Earth’s 
surface 

6 Elevation 
The height of an object measured from a reference level such as 

sea level 

7 Sea Level 
The average level of the ocean; the halfway point between high 

and low tide 

8 Relief the difference in elevation between a high and low place in an area 

9 Slope The measure of steepness from one point to another 

10 Contour Line A curved line on a map that connects the points of equal elevation 

11 Contour Interval The change in elevation between two contour lines on a map 

12 Index Contour A thick contour line which has an elevation label 

 


